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and her allies could have all the guns, ammunition, and
other materials of war they wanted, and they would
no longer have to pay for them out of their dwindling
stocks of gold, but at some future date they could return
what had been leased to them in equivalent goods.

This Act, which came into force March u, 1941,
was a very great help, but it was less useful than it might
have been, for the Neutrality Act was still in force, and
American ships were still forbidden to enter the war
zone. Thus only the ships of Britain and her Allies
could carry the desperately needed munitions across the
ocean, and there were not enough of them to convey all
that was required, especially when their losses from the
attacks of German U-boats were considered.

June 22, 194.1, supplied another example of German
perfidy. This was the unprovoked attack on Russia,
and American opinion veered still more in favour of
Britain and her Allies. Nevertheless, the people at large
did not want to fight, and " All help short of war ",
was the cry. Meanwhile, a British force had landed in
Iceland to protect that island against a sudden German
assault, and British convoys from America were following
the Iceland route as being safer from U-boat attack
than the straight course across the Atlantic. Then in
July, 1941, President Roosevelt made a great gesture.
He sent United States marines to Iceland to reinforce
the British troops stationed there, and by that action
made it plain to all the world that if Germany attacked
Iceland she would be attacking the United States as
well as Britain.

Americans meanwhile were becoming weary of making